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The NHS has a duty to deliver on a number of health commitments for the Armed Forces 
community (service personnel (regular and reserves), veterans and their families), to meet 
the obligations of the Armed Forces Covenant and principle four of the NHS 
Constitution. Our priority during the outbreak of COVID-19 is to ensure that those who 
require NHS services can access them as easily and safely as possible.  
 
We will be sending out this briefing every week to keep you up-to-date with the provision of 
NHS services for the Armed Forces community, as well as latest guidance.  
 
Thank you for your continued support.  
 
Latest COVID-19 information and guidance 

• Working safely during COVID-19 
 

• How to wear and make a cloth face covering 
 

• COVID-19: staying at home and away from others (social distancing) guidance for young 
people 

 

• The Yorkshire Evening Post reported on the Veterans’ Mental Health Complex Treatment 
Service being delivered at Leeds and York Trust. Read the article here.  

 

• To mark VE Day and highlight that mental health services for veterans are still operating 
during COVID-19, Director of Armed Forces, Kate Davies, was interviewed by Sky News. 
Watch a clip here. Kate’s interview was given in support of our press release for VE Day.  

 
NHS healthcare for veterans and the Armed Forces community during COVID- 19 

• Employers should carry out risk assessments - which can be accessed here - 
particularly for vulnerable groups, to understand the specific risks staff members face 
from exposure to COVID-19 and actions which employers can take to keep staff safe. 
This includes staff who are potentially more at risk due to their race, age, disability or 
pregnancy. Guidance on vulnerable workers should also be used where appropriate. 
 

• A representative from the Naval Families Federation will be speaking on a panel at 
NHS People’s weekly webinar with staff on Wednesday 27th May to discuss their working 
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away from home resource, sharing insight with NHS staff who may be working away from 
their families for the first time.  

 

• An additional £6 million of new funding has been announced by the Minister for 
Defence People and Veterans, Johnny Mercer, to support frontline Armed Forces 
charities. Applications for funding can be made through the Covenant Fund Trust. 

 
Supporting the NHS 
If you have facilities and / or resources that could potentially be used to support the NHS, 
please complete an online form here: https://www.smartsurvey.co.uk/s/L5B32S/  
 
The NHS is also seeking members of the public who would like to help on a voluntary basis. 
Find out more about our NHS voluntary responders programme. 
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